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Center for the Prevention of Child Abuse in Dutchess County
Participating in National Child Abuse Prevention Month
Center promoting “Pinwheels for Prevention” campaign….. “It Could Turn a Child’s Life Around”
POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y., April 2, 2009 – April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month and The Center for the Prevention of Child Abuse in Dutchess County today announced that it is participating, along with Prevent Child Abuse New York, in the “Pinwheels for Prevention” campaign….. “It Could Turn a Child’s Life Around.”    
In April, the Center’s mission and programs will be featured on local radio broadcasts and advertisements.  In addition, the Center will display ads on all screens at the Roosevelt Cinemas in Hyde Park, as well as on several local billboards.  The Center will also conduct an awareness-raising postcard mailing to the local community.

This month and throughout the year, The Center for the Prevention of Child Abuse encourages all individuals and organizations to play a role in making Dutchess County a better place for families. By ensuring that parents have the knowledge, skills, and resources they need to care for their children, we can help prevent child abuse and neglect by strengthening families and communities.
Research shows that five important factors are present in healthy families. Promoting these factors is among the most effective ways to reduce the risk of child abuse and neglect. They are:

· Nurturing and attachment

· Knowledge of parenting and of child and youth development

· Parental resilience

· Social connections

· Concrete support for parents

"April is a time to celebrate the important role that communities play in protecting children," said Sue Gould, executive director of the Center. "Everyone's participation is critical. Focusing on ways to promote the five protective factors, in every interaction with families, is the best thing our community can do to strengthen families and prevent child abuse and neglect."

In support of these efforts, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Children's Bureau, Office on Child Abuse and Neglect, its Child Welfare Information Gateway, and the FRIENDS National Resource Center for Community-Based Child Abuse Prevention have created Strengthening Families and Communities: 2009 Resource Guide. The guide, designed for service providers who work throughout the community to strengthen families, is available online at www.childwelfare.gov/preventing/res_guide_2009
About The Center for the Prevention of Child Abuse

The Center for the Prevention of Child Abuse is a private, non-profit agency dedicated to the prevention of child abuse in Dutchess County, NY.  Our mission is to reduce the incidence of child abuse and neglect by providing education, prevention, and intervention services throughout Dutchess County.  Last year, our programs served more than 13,000 children and 4,000 adults in our local communities.  Our work is made possible by both public and private grants, and the generous support of our community.  For more information about child abuse prevention programs and activities during the month of April and throughout the year, contact the Center for the Prevention of Child Abuse at 845.454.0595 or visit www.preventchildabusedutchess.org.
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